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TO ALL ACCT MEMBERS

UPDATE FROM THE CHAIR: AUGUST 2007
In the pursuit of our continued support and enhancement of the technology transfer community, the Alliance for the Commercialization of Canadian Technology (ACCT) has been busy establishing its operations and increasing its program offerings this year.  Amidst both criticisms and accolades for technology transfer efforts across the country, ACCT has been diligent in its design and delivery of program and activities to enhance capabilities locally, regionally and nationally in the field of technology and knowledge transfer.  Among highlights in this year, the ACCT has:

1.
Signed a Memorandum of Understanding with AUTM (Association of University Technology Managers) under which ACCT and AUTM define a Strategic Partnership to collaborate and coordinate to increase effectiveness of both parties activities for the benefit of our members and communities.   (Please visit www.acctcanada.ca and click on “documents tab” to see all the recent announcements referred to in this letter).  
2.
Signed a Letter of Understanding with AUTM regarding development of new metrics; this in recognition that evaluation of innovation exists within an international context and it is appropriate that development and validation activities are coordinated to assist all interested parties.  In this regard, ACCT and AUTM are also collaborating with Unico.
(To view agreement please visit www.acctcanada.ca and click on documents)
3.
Signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Unico (University Companies Association – UK) which provides reciprocal membership rights such as member discounts for events, event marketing, sharing of speaker information and access to research commercialization survey data.  (To view agreement please visit www.acctcanada.ca and click on documents)

4.
Successfully conducted the 2nd Intermediate Licensing Course (ILC).  The course was held in Halifax with partnership of the Federal Partners in Technology Transfer (FPTT).    There were 45 participants in the course from academic institutions, industry and the federal laboratories.   The course was evaluated by the participants with high marks all around.     The demand for the course is such that the ACCT is considering a further offering of the course within the next few months.  

5.
Announced the upcoming Directors Forum to be held October 21 – 23 in Montebello Quebec.   The Forum is an “invitation only” event which is designed to encourage the open exchange at the most senior levels of policies, practices, politics and processes around successful commercialization.  The full agenda is being prepared at present; updates will be posted to the website.
6.
Appointed Janet Scholz as Managing Director.   Janet is a member of the ACCT Founding Board and brings to the ACCT extensive experience in technology transfer and organizational management.   

7.
ACCT members have been invited to participate in the upcoming Rx&D BioPartnering Event taking place in Quebec City, on October 3, 2007. Please click the link below to connect to directly to the invitation. 
https://events.acctcanada.ca/prothos/onware.x/$Reposit/6777/Bio-PartneringUnivTechTransferLetter2.pdf?!=public=11866715698405=1=31877247
8.
Completed negotiations with the FPTT and with AUTM to combine listserves for all three of our organizations.  The new listserve will include over 600 participants and will provide a combined communications service for all our members.   We anticipate the new listserve “TT-Can” will go live by end of summer.

9.
Finalized program and faculty for the 3rd offering of the Introduction to Technology Transfer Course (previously called Basic Licensing) being delivered immediately before the Annual General Meeting.

10.
Last, but certainly not least, the Program Committee for the 3rd Annual General Meeting has been working hard at putting the finishing touches on a program which is sure to interest all members of our communities.    You’ll want to join us in Toronto, November 18 - 21 to meet with friend and colleagues, hear discussion on the People, Process and Progress of commercialization in Canadian academic & related organizations.  Please click on the link below to see full details of the program and to register. 
https://events.acctcanada.ca/prothos/onware.x/conference/web/index.p?!=public=11866719178471=1=38090901&Conference=6070
For further information on any of the above, please consult the ACCT website at www.acctcanada.ca or call any of the regional Networks or our Managing Director – all contact information is on the website.

On behalf of the Board and the members, I want to take this opportunity to thank the many individuals from across the country who have contributed their time and effort during this past year, and to the Tri-Council Intellectual Property Management Program for its ongoing support of ACCT, as well as our many partners whose financial support is so essential to us. 
	Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
	Gold 

	Federal Partners in technology Transfer 
	Gold 

	Jagtiani & Guttag 
	Gold 

	NSERC 
	Gold 

	Bereskin & Parr 
	Silver 

	Business Development Bank of Canada 
	Silver 

	Canadian Institute of Health Research 
	Silver 

	Sim & McBurney 
	Silver 

	Smart & Biggar 
	Silver 

	Hill Schumacher 
	Bronze 

	Innovation Synergy Centre in Markham 
	Bronze 

	Intellectual Property Institute of Canada 
	Bronze 

	Medarex Inc. 
	Bronze 

	Research Corporation Technologies Inc 
	Bronze 

	University Technologies International Inc 
	Bronze 

	Inteum Company LLC 
	Scholarship Award 


Organizations wishing to join this group of partners are asked to please contact Janet Scholz Managing Director, at janet.scholz@acctcanada.ca.

To download information on our partnership program please click this link. 

https://events.acctcanada.ca/prothos/onware.x/$Reposit/3398/ACCT_Sponsorship_07.pdf
I look forward to seeing you in Toronto on November 18-21 at the 3rd Annual ACCT Annual General Meeting.

Best Regards

Angus Livingstone

President, ACCT
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